
Rev. Cynthia Kepler-Karrer - Pastor  

A great place to meet new friends, 

find needed encouragement and        

discover God’s plan for you. 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.    

Fridays:  8:30 - 12:30 p.m.                                                       

Phone: 512- 452.5796                              

Fax: 512- 450.0323                        

Find us on Facebook at                            

Memorial United Methodist Church-Austin 

Web site:     

www.memorialumcaustin.com 

Email:                                             
secretary@memorialumcaustin.com  

Sunday Schedule 

Sunday School  9:15-10:00 a.m.                         

Worship - 10:30 a.m.                                                
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Winter BRUNCH Continues! 

“It Is Well” 

You know that urge we all get to make healthy 

changes in our life at the start of the new year?  Let us 

help you by getting focused on the health  of your 

body and your spirit!  Join us for a meal immediately 

following worship as well as information sessions and 

studies.  Then set a goal for yourself and work toward 

it all winter long, leading up to our Big Celebration 

on April 6! 

 

February 2, 9, 16 and 23 - Forgiveness: Finding 

Peace through Letting Go 

Taking care of our spiritual health, we will be looking 

at Adam Hamilton’s study on forgiveness.  Books are 

available to purchase for $10 or may be borrowed for 

the course of the study from the Church Library. 

 

In March, we will have a health fair as well as anoth-

er opportunity for looking at our spiritual health - 

more details in the new year!   

Think Green               

Reminder ! 

Before throwing something 

away be sure that it is 

something that doesn’t need 

special disposal to prevent soil 

contamination (batteries, ink cartridges, oil, 

light bulbs, etc.) 

Chili Cook-Off                                                          

Sunday, February 16  - Gym - Noon 

Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for children age 

2-12.  Perfect your favorite recipe and cook a pot 

for all to enjoy.  A sign up sheet for volunteers 

and cooks on the back table in the sanctuary, or 

call the church office to sign up.  

Tickets will be available  Sundays 

and in the office. 
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United Methodist Women                                       

by Jane Friedrich 
 

UMW members are gearing up for 2014, and as always, 

we welcome everyone to join us in any and all of our 

scheduled activities. 

We have a pancake breakfast every first Sunday, except 

for next month in March when pancakes will be served 

on March 4 (Fat Tuesday) in the parlor immediately 

before the study scheduled for 6:30pm. 

Virginia Smith tells us that the Lamplighters will be 

meeting Thursday, February 20, 2014 in the N.E.W. 

classroom at 7:00pm.  Plans will be made for the New 

Year to determine the needs for our worship space.  We 

will be talking to Pastor Cynthia, and if you would like to 

give your ideas, let Virginia know, or better still, come to 

the meeting.  Virginia also asks, “Do you like our new 

Communion Banners?” 

February 17—President’s Day (Monday).  Prayer and 

Self-Denial service at 6:00pm in the Chapel.  The Chapel 

will be open from 1pm until 6pm, in case you wish to 

come early to pray.  Literature will be available in the 

Chapel.  Norma Hauser will lead this service. 

February 18—Our Pre-Lenten study will be led by Pastor 

Cynthia with a light supper served at 6:30pm followed 

by the study from 7:00-8:30pm.  We will be studying the 

book “The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly”.  

In this study we will look deeply at the two sacraments 

we practice in the United Methodist Church and how 

they impact our lives, calling us to live dedicated to 

bringing justice to our world.  ALL are welcome to 

attend (even you men!)—we are even getting the word 

out to other churches.  An RSVP for the supper would be 

helpful.  We will meet in the parlor for all sessions. 

February 25—Second session of the Pre-Lenten study.  

Supper at 6:30 with the study from 7:00-8:30pm. 

March 4—Third and final session of the Pre-Lenten 

study with Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras) Pancake Supper at 

6:30pm and study from 7:00-8:30pm.  Even if you can’t 

stay for the study, come celebrate with us by enjoying 

some pancakes.  $5 per person 

March 29, Saturday.  There will be a “day apart” with a 

special study and catered lunch at the Old Town Meeting 

Room from 9-3. 

NOTICE:  Norma Hauser advises that the updated 2014 

calendar and roster is available in the office. 

        “With Great Appreciation” 

Memorial’s Staff wants to say from our hearts we 

greatly appreciate our “Staff Appreciation Gift”  we 

received from the congregation.   

 

God Bless you all!                                                  

Memorial’s Staff 

* MISSING * 
 

We are missing the white table clothes.   
Please contact the church office if you know 

the whereabouts of the missing table clothes.   
Thanks! 

February Mission - Souper Bowl of Caring      

Join the national campaign to feed the 

hungry in local communities across 

the nation.  Your special gift will help 

feed those in need here in our 

neighborhood through the Capitol 

Area Food Bank.  Even though the 

2nd is past, if you wish to  contribute 

to this food drive, please put “Souper Bowl” in the 

memo line on your check! 

 

Newsletter Deadline - Tuesday, Feb. 17 



New Births 
With our new year also comes news about our church 
family and happy events: 
 

Hildegarde Kothmann, the great-grandmother, reported 
that her grandson and wife, Wade and Vani Kothmann 
are the parents of a girl, Leia William, born in November, 
2013, weighing 5 pounds , 12 ounces.  They reside in 
Ellicott, Maryland.  Other family members are 
grandmother, Sheila (Gregg) Kothmann, grandparents, 
Veniv and Rekha Pariyadath, and great-grandparents 
Jesse and Louise Gregg (former members of Memorial).  
Ask Hildegarde about the sweet baby. 
 

Lela Barker has been blessed with a second great-
grandchild, a boy born in December, 2013, weighing 8 
pounds 2 ounces.  He is the son of Kristen and Rusten 
Feller from Leander and the grandson of Ken and Tracey 
Barker of Round Rock. 
 

Kay Dunbar is thrilled about another new grandson, 
Charles Edward Dunbar, son of Edward Wells Dunbar 
and Pam Ross Dunbar.  Charles was born in December 
2013.  He weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and was 21 inches 
long.  This is her second grandchild in one year. 
 

Also in December, Dick and Betty More welcomed their 
first great-grandchild, Mia Olivia Moore, daughter of 
Russell and Sarah Moore.  Mia weighed 7 pounds 11 
ounces and was born at Ft. Hood Hospital.  Dick and 
Betty have three grandsons, of whom they are very 
proud, but they were also happy that they now have a 
little girl.  They got to see her the day after she was born. 
 

In all of the above reports you can see and hear the joy 
and love of all these wonderful gifts from God.  Thank 
you for the updates and congratulations to each of you. 

Congregational News from Billie Nixon 

Sympathy 

Love and concern go to many who have experienced 
death during the holidays.  One of our own        
members who died is Lula Mae Dearing, who    
departed this earth on December 18, 2013. She lived 
in Georgetown since the death of her husband of 61 
years, Donald R. Dearing in 2012.  She is survived by 
her three children, daughter, Stephanie Ehrhardt 
and husband; son, Donald L. Dearing and daughter   
Tammy Burns and husband, four grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren, one sister and many   
nieces, nephews and friends. 
 
She was a long time member of Memorial.  Lula Mae 
loved music, worked at Texas Health Department 
many years and upon retiring dedicated her life to 
family, music and gardening.  She was laid to rest 
beside her beloved husband, Donald, on December 
20, 2013. 
 
Whatsoever soothes your spirit, brings you peace 
and comforts your soul is what is wished for you at 
this difficult time, from your Memorial friends. 
 

New Members 
It is our pleasure to introduce to you Ed and Sharon 
Owens, who transferred to Memorial from another 
United Methodist Church on January 12, 2014.  The 
Owens have three lovely children and eight 
grandchildren all in Texas. In fact, that is what 
brought them to Texas. 
 
They were originally from Arkansas where their 
family owned and operated a chain of nine 
children’s clothing stores.  After retirement they 
decided to move to Austin so they could enjoy the 
closeness of their family. 
 
One daughter-in-law is the chaplain at Dell 
Children’s Hospital, and a son-in-law is the pastor of 
Ashbury United Methodist Church in Corpus Christi 
so Ed and Sharon are up to date on all of the United 
Methodist world. 
 
The Owens now reside at Parson’s House.  We are 
delighted to have them as our newest members! 
 

Thank You from My Heart! 
 
I am excited about my retirement to travel with my 
husband, but my heart is greatly heavy and has 
mixed feelings about leaving Memorial after 12 
years.  Your love, the beautiful reception and gifts 
have overwhelmed me and are greatly appreciated.  
Thank you, each and every one of you!   
 
I truly feel blessed and loved! 
 
Love and hugs,  Joanne Macon 
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  Pastor’s Corner 

Feb. 
2014 
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But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a 

holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-

and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.   (1 

Peter 2:9-10, The Message) 

I have had the opportunity lately to do something humbling—interview for my undergrad    

alma mater, Stanford University.  Last year, they had over 38,000 applications for just at 2200 

offers of admission (a 5.7% admit rate).  That means that only about 1 out of every 19 students 

who applied got in. 

As a way of further distinguishing applicants, they asked alumni to help them with an hour-

long conversation.  The students I’ve interviewed are not only incredibly bright, but some of 

them have overcome an awful lot to get to where they are.  I keep thinking to myself, “How in 

the world was I ever admitted to this university?” 

It’s called “imposter syndrome”, the fear that you’ve got everyone fooled into thinking that 

you’re competent or deserve to be a part of something of which you don’t feel worthy.  And it’s 

false.  I look at the degree on my wall and remind myself that I completed my education      

successfully.  I try to balance the pride of achievement with the humility of knowing that I am 

not a better person just because of those achievements. 

“Imposter syndrome” is also one of those things that keeps us from asking for help.  If our 

main goal is to keep our head down and make sure that no one knows we aren’t supposed to be 

there or are unqualified, then we definitely don’t want to reveal any need or vulnerability.   

I think there are probably many of us who suffer from imposter syndrome in the pews.  We 

feel like we should know more about the Bible or about God or about anything that is         

happening in worship, and we feel self-conscious about asking those questions that to which 

we think we already ought to know the answer. 

But look at the passage from 1 Peter:  God’s gift to you is that God has chosen you.  Not that 

you did something to merit that choosing or that you have to do something to prove that God 

didn’t make a bad choice.  And in my understanding, God has an admit rate of 100%.  YOU—

yes, YOU sitting in the pew scared to ask a question.  YOU, wondering if your life has   

amounted to enough.  YOU, unsure of whether to sit or stand or wave your arms or sit silently.  

God has chosen YOU to be holy.   

When you’re admitted to a school, they generally want you to send back in some indication 

(usually a check!) that you’re accepting the place that you’ve been offered.  Our response to 

God’s gift means something.  And if we think that we have to keep earning it, then we should 

remember that we are never-ever-ever imposters in church.  We are God’s children, holy and 

beloved.  Don’t let anything get in your way of living that out to the fullest, or of learning more 

when you need to!     

       Peace and joy,   Pastor Cynthia 



FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

Friday, Feb. 7                                                      
10 am - Bible Study                                                

Saturday, Feb. 8                                                     
9:30 am - WPNA - FHL                                    

Sunday, Feb. 9                                             
9:15 am - Sunday School for all ages                      
10:30 am - Worship Services                             
11:45 am - Trustee Meeting - Pearce                                                     
12:00 Noon - BRUNCH - Snack Lunch                            
12:30 pm - BRUNCH - Forgiveness: Finding Peace         
through Letting Go - Parlor      

Monday, Feb. 10                                                                   
6:15 am - Morning Prayer - Chapel                          
6:30 pm - Church Council - Pearce                              
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - Gym                                           

Tuesday, Feb. 11                                                           
9:30 am - Staff Meeting                                             
6:30 pm - Wesley Board Meeting - Pearce             

Wednesday, Feb. 12                                                                  
6 pm - Bell Practice                                                                                                   
7 pm - Choir Practice                                                                                                                                                          

Thursday, Feb. 13                                                                                   
7:00 pm - Austin Ukulele Society - Gym  

Saturday, Feb. 15                                                        
8a-10 pm - Private Function - Church/Gym 

                           

Sunday, Feb. 16 - Memorial for Christ                                                                   
9:15 am - Sunday School for all ages                      
10:30 am - Worship Services                                            
12:00 noon - Chili Cookoff in GYM                  
12:30 pm -BRUNCH - Forgiveness: Finding Peace         
through Letting Go - Parlor                                 

Monday, Feb. 17 - Newsletter Deadline                           
6:15 am - Morning Prayer - Chapel                              
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - Gym                                

Tuesday, Feb. 18                                                                    
9:30 am - Staff Meeting   

Wednesday, Feb. 19                                                               
6 pm - Bell Practice                                                                                                      
7 pm - Choir Practice       

Thursday, Feb. 21                                                              
7:00 pm - UMW Lamplighters Circle - N.E.W. 

Friday, Feb. 22                                                      
10 am - Bible Study                                                                                                                                                     

Sunday, Feb. 23                                                                         
9:15 am - Sunday School for all ages                      
10:30 am - Worship Services                                       
12:00 noon - BRUNCH  - Snack Lunch - Parlor                       
12:30 pm -BRUNCH - Forgiveness: Finding Peace         
through Letting Go - Parlor                                 

Monday, Feb. 24                                                         
6:15 am - Morning Prayer - Chapel                              
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - Gym                                

Tuesday, Feb. 25                                                                   
9:30 am - Staff Meeting                                                                                       

Wednesday, Feb. 26                                           
6 pm - Bell Practice                                                                                                      
7 pm - Choir Practice                                                                                                                   
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PANCAKE   

BREAKFAST 
 

Come join your church 
family for a pancake 
breakfast every first 

Sunday from 8:30-9:15 
in the gym 

 

Spring Calendar for Altar Flowers Posted 

Altar flowers may be given in memory or honor of 

loved ones or for special mission projects (like 

Eastside Community Food Pantry, UMCOR Layettes, 

UMCOR Health Kits or any Mission 

Project Fund).  Just fill out a form and designate 

your wish and leave at the office or drop it off in 

the offering plate on a Sunday.  A new sign up 

sheet for Sundays through the end of June has 

been posted in the hallway of the administration 

wing. Bouquets are $20.00 each - two maximum 

per Sunday.  Stop and signup today. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  - Rev. Cynthia Kepler-Karrer 

9:15 a.m.- Sunday School (kids and adults)  

10:30 a.m.- Worship Service                         

12:00 Noon - BRUNCH  

  Wesley School - Chris Banda, Director (467-9740) 

Office Hours                            

Church Secretary - TBD  

Monday through Thursday                             

8:30 a.m.– 12 noon and 1– 4:00 p.m.             

Fridays                                                      

8:30 - 12:30 p.m. 

www.memorialumcaustin.com                                  

E-Mails: secretary@memorialumcaustin.com                   

 

Memorial United Methodist Church                                                  

6100 Berkman Drive                                                                   

Austin, Texas 78723                                                                   

Phone:  512-452-5796                                                                  

Fax:      512-450-0323 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

February Birthdays 

3      Christine Jane Garner 

7   Kayla Michelle Holland 

        Davi Teaney 

9     Elizabeth Scott 

11   Mary Beth O’Hanlon 

12   Stephanie Jourdan 

       Mildred McCullough 

13       Mike Pena 

16    Kamika Alberta Streets 

18   Cheryl Chance 

      Jodi Nichole Dennig Sword 

20   Nancy Helge 

21   Michael Shelton 

22   Jeff Sacco 

   

 

Who: 5th – 8th Grade Boys 

Where: Memorial United Methodist Church             

   6100 Berkman Drive 

When: Mondays 7:30-9:00 pm  

Contact Scoutmaster: Brian Kent at                 

577-5523  or email: b0k3nt@yahoo.com  

CONSIDER  JOINING   

BOY SCOUTS   TROOP 88 

EXPERIENCE THE FUN! 


